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As Millennial gray moves out, vibrant 
colors, patterns and textures are moving 
in. Leading the charge in Greater 
Boston is Ana Donohue Interiors 
(anadonohueinteriors.com). The 
award-winning interior designer creates 
showstopping spaces that mirror their 
residents in every detail. From coastal and 
mountain-top getaways to city retreats, her 
spaces boast the perfect dose of creativity. 
Here, Donohue dishes on her expertise.

How would you describe your favorite 
design style? I feel most at home in 
spaces that strike a thoughtful balance 
between contemporary and traditional 
design. I enjoy incorporating select 
French and Italian antiques—or quality 
reproductions—into more modern settings, 
always with an intentional use of color. My 
passion lies in blending a variety of styles to 
create interiors that feel both timeless and 
deeply personal. This approach defines not 
only the work I do for my clients but also 
the way I design my own home.

Have you always been drawn to bold 
designs? While I appreciate bold design, I 
am most inspired by the unexpected and 
original. As a designer, I am not driven 
by trends. In a world where so much is 
accessible to us, I believe our personal 
spaces should reflect thoughtful, unique 
choices that speak to individuality.

Why do you love working with vibrant 
colors, textures and patterns? The mix of 
pattern and scale, with or without color, 
is what makes a room interesting. Even in 
a full, neutral palette, creating layers with 

Ana Donohue has mastered the 
art of bold interior design. 

by MADISON DUDDY

Queen of 
Color

Ana Donohue has created 
stunning projects from 
New England to Utah.
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subtle textures and patterns in different 
scales is especially important. This makes 
even the most colorful or colorless room 
warm and interesting.

How do you make spaces fun and eclectic 
without making them busy? The interplay 
of pattern and scale—whether enhanced 
by color or kept neutral—is essential to 
creating a visually engaging space. Within 
a colorful or monochromatic palette, 
layering subtle textures and patterns in 
varying scales adds depth and character. 
This approach ensures that any room, 
whether vibrant or subdued, feels both 
warm and inviting.    

What’s one of your favorite projects that 
represents your expertise? One of my 
favorite projects was in Park City, Utah. 
I set out to create a bright, bold palette 
that my client absolutely loved—all within 
a naturally earthy setting. We found a 
beautiful balance by ensuring that every 
color in the room had a sense of depth and 
weight, allowing it to harmonize with the 
surroundings and the architecture. I also 
really loved working on my Waban project 
for many of the same reasons. The home 
was a Tudor with stunning woodwork 
throughout, and the client had a real love for 
color. Once again, it came down to striking 
the right balance—bringing in vibrant tones 
that still respected and complemented the 
home’s architectural language.

How do you create color palettes that 
reflect the client’s style? I start each project 
with an intense interview that allows me to 
understand which colors make each client 
feel good, bad or indifferent. I then try to 
push each client a little out of their comfort 
zone with color to create a palette that 
reflects them in the most unique way.

“In a world where so much is accessible to us, I 
believe our personal spaces should reflect thoughtful, 

unique choices that speak to individuality.”  
–ANA DONOHUE

An edgy, bright and 
eclectic family room 
designed by Ana 
Donohue in Hamilton

This mountain ski home in 
Park City, Utah, features 
fun pops of color and bold 
patterns.


